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Dear Friends and Neighbors:

Your dollars, your help, and your encouragement have made Berlin Fire Company what it is
today. For this, we sincerely thank you. However, our job is never done. We need your help more
than ever to continue to provide the services that we have provided over the last 115 years. The town
growth and activities continue to increase the demands on our services.

You may be next to call Berlin Fire Company to your home or place of business, whether you
live in Berlin, Whaleyville, St. Martins, Friendship, Taylorville, Sinepuxent, South Point, Snug Harbor,
Ironshire, Libertytown, Glen Riddle, or other areas near Berlin.

We responded to over 400 fire and rescue calls last year. The people that provide this service
are your neighbors, family, friends, and co-workers that volunteer their time. The members of the
Berlin Fire Company also attended many drills, training classes, meetings, and special functions
including fund raisers, and donated over 15,000 volunteer hours for these events and calls. These
volunteer hours saved you (as taxpayers) millions of dollars annually.

We need your support so we may continue to provide and improve upon our fire and rescue
services.

Berlin Fire Company will NOT solicit via the telephone or door-to-door. This is our only
means of solicitation for fire company donations. Please report any other means of solicitation to a
police agency.

We have included a self-addressed envelope that will enable you to make a direct deposit to
the treasury of Berlin Fire Company. Please give as generously as you can. Your donation is very
important to us as every dollar we receive helps us to help you. We have summarized some of our
expenses on the back of this document.

This donation request is for fire and rescue services and should not be confused with
the request for donations for Emergency Medical Services that is mailed each December.

We thank you for your very generous support which allows us to have the best equipment and
training for use when serving you, our community. We promise to continue serving as we have in the
past. As always, your donation is tax deductible.

If you are donating to the specialized funds for the Station 3 building fund or as a $1000 pledge
donor, please indicate these on your check in the memo area.

Sincerely,
BERLIN FIRE COMAPANY

Visit www.berlinfire.com for the latest news, upcoming events & more information.




The costs of running any business is expensive and the fire and rescue services
are no different. Here are some examples of our expenses:
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APPARATUS REPLACEMENT ESTIMATED COSTS

Engine - $80G,000 to $1 miliion
{One Engine is 37 years old and another is 27 years old}
Rescue Truck - $1.5 million
(Current Rescue Truck is 26 years old)

Aerial Truck - $1.5 miilion

Initial Protective Gear and Hesponse Equipment for One Firefighter = $5,225

Protective Coat and Pants - $3500
Boots - $400

Helmet and Hood - $500
Flashiight - $125

Gloves - $75
Emergency Pager - $550
Breathing Face Mask - $75

Building and Equipment Maintenance

Apparatus Maintenance, Required inspections and Repairs - $80,000 to $90,000

Building Utilities - $60,000 to $65,000
Building Maintenance - $60,000 to $65,000
Vehicle Fuel - $20,000

Maintaining and Replacing Fire Equipment - $100,000 to $125,000
General Fire and Rescue Supplies - $10,000

These are just some of the estimated cosis of operating the fire and rescue services.

Qur members volunteer their time {0 provide these services and receive NO PAYY
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Dear Friends, Neighbors, and Businesses:

We greatly appreciate your donations and other support provided to our organization. We
understand the burdens of our current economy and all donations are greatly appreciated. However,
we want to take this opportunity to inform you of two special donation programs we have.

First, our $1000 or greater pledge program, which has been in existence for many years. A business,
group, or individual makes a pledge to donate a minimum of $1000 over a period not greater than
five years. The donor is recognized upon full payment of their pledge with a plaque in our foyer
at our headquarters station, 214 North Main Street. This plaque can include the donor’s name,
business name, or may be in memory of a loved one or friend. The donor is also recognized at our
annual banquet and listed in our banquet book. These donations assist us in our annual expenses
and help us with our capital purchases such as new equipment or building renovations.

We continue to raise funds for our Station 3 Building Fund to serve the ever growing eastern
portion of our fire district. The town has grown in this direction with two schools, new
convenience store and restaurant and new housing of over 700 units nearby. Additionally
the areas of Glen Riddle and shopping centers near Home Depot and Walmart as well as
Ocean Downs Casino continue to generate calls for emergencies. Located just east of
Friendship/Seahawk Roads with access from both Rt. 50 and Rt. 707, this new station was
completed in August 2019. These funds will assist us with continued phases of this project.

We have several donor levels for our Station 3 building fund drive. All donors above $2000
level will be recognized with a plaque in the new station. A $2000 donation will be recognized
as a bronze donor, $3000 as a silver donor, and $5000 or greater as a gold donor.

For additional information on these donor programs, please contact the firehouse and leave
a message for President David Fitzgerald, $1000 Donor Chairperson Phil Simpson, or Station 3
Chairperson Joe Pylypczuk. We will be glad to explain any of these programs further or visit your
business or group and make a presentation on our needs.

Again, we thank you for your continued and very generous support of our organization as we
continue our motto “SERVICE FOR OTHERS.” If you are donating to these funds, please indicate
this on your check.

Sincerely,

BERLIN FIRE COMPANY
bfc@berlinfire.com

“SERVICE FOR OTHERS”
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Berlin Fire Company is pleased to share we have these two units on order, with arrival due
later this year. These are financed by a long-term loan. The two apparatus will be 13 years old
upon completion of loan payments and our next engine for replacement will be almost 40 years old.
Additional donations would assist us to pay our loans earlier and allow us to replace the next engine
earlier. The apparatus are vital to our fire and rescue missions. The below costs only apply to the
apparatus and not any replacement or additional equipment.

Rescue Truck
Expected Delivery Date: December 2025
(Replacing 1999 Rescue Truck)
Cost - $1,419,000
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Engine
Expected Delivery Date: August 2025
(Replacing 1988 Engine)
Cost - $978,000



Berlin Fire Company is recruiting for volunteers to join our company. What a great way
to serve your community!!

What does it take to be a volunteer? First is to live in our fire district. Our area covers
from Glen Riddle on Rt 50 to the east and west to the Worcester/Wicomico County

line including much of the Whaleyville area. To the north on Rt. 113 to Carey Road

and south to Cropper Island Rd. We cover areas southeast toward South Point and
Assateague and west to Libertytown. If you have a question, call our station
(410-641-1977) or send an email to bfc@berlinfire.com and we will verify your address
is in our area. Second, have the time and dedication to serve. We provide basic training
at no cost which includes firefighting and basic first aid training. We provide all of the
necessary safety and communications equipment to notify you of our emergency calls.

By serving in our company, you will gain pride and accomplishment by helping others.
You will make many new friends and gain great knowledge while serving your
community!!

Are you interested? What to do next?

Stop by our station at 214 North Main Street and complete an application for
membership You will be contacted by our Board of Directors Chairperson to schedule
an interview to discuss further details.




BERLIN FIRE COMPANY, INC.
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TAYLOR BANK
PO.Box 5
Beﬂin, MD 21811

2025 Annual Drive
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